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1. A M EN TAT 10 N 
ALBION% GENIUS : 
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BRITANNIA. 


BRITANNIA | how art thou fallen! Thy hang 

and renown low in the duſt are laid: A crimſon 
gloomy cloud throws a baleſul ſhade o'er the ſplendor of 
thy once glorious name. 

When magnanimity, clemency, and juſtice, were thy 
counſellors and guides, tyrants and wicked men trembled 
at thy powerful name; thy people bravely fought, or 
nobly fell, in thy defence: But now (tell it not in Gath—let ' 
not the ſtreets of Aſkelon hear the amazing change) the 
flower of Britiſh troops are forc'd, alas! to cut their bro- 
thers' throats. 

O Britannia! thy predeceſſors (of glorious memory) 
planted the vineyard, and with paternal love ſtudied to 
cheriſh” and protect, what they with ceaſeleſs toil and 
painful induſtry did plant or build ;--then thy empire in 
dignity aroſe, and filled the world with admiration ! _ 

Thy ſceptre then was righteouſneſs ; but now a rod of 
ſcorpions, a bar of iron, to break in pieces, to root up, 
and to deſtroy the toil of ages. O Britannia! why wilt 
thou pull ruin, and deſolation on thyſelf ? Sheath thy 
deſtructive fword, nor roll thy garments in thy people 8 
blood. Is the Almighty pleas'd with man's deſtruction ? 
If fo, thy merit is beyond enpare. nor can n Poe 
duce thy parallel. 5 — 

But el thy Genius weeps! Let it not NE” in vain | 
Liſten to his friendly admonitions ; conſult the Oracle, 
the Sacred Oracle of God; think on theſe words: He 
* ruleth over men wut be * ruling in the fear of 
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